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was not sufficient. As it is, my own defects are the sole
cause of my not liking .Paris entirely: the constraint I am
under from not being perfectly master of their language,
and from being so much in the dark, as one necessarily
must be, on half the subjects of their conversation, prevents
my enjoying that ease for which their society is calculated.
I am much amused, but not comfortable.

The Due de Mvernois is extremely good to me; he
inquired much after your Ladyship. So does Colonel Drum-
gold. The latter complains; but both of them, especially
the Due, seem better than when in England. I meet the
Duchesse de Coss6 this evening at Madame Geofirin's. She
is pretty, with a great resemblance to her father; lively
and good-humoured, not genteel.

Yesterday I went through all my presentations at Ver-
sailles. "Tis very convenient to gobble up a whole royal
family in an hour's time, instead of being sacrificed one week
at Leicester House, another in Grosvenor Street, a third in
Cavendish Square, &c., &c., &c. La Reine is le pirns grand roi
du monde, and talked much to me, and would have said
more if I would have let her; but I was awkward, and
shrunk back into the crowd. None of the rest spoke to me.
The King is still much handsomer than his pictures, and
has great sweetness in his countenance, instead of that
farouche look which they give him. The Mesdames are not
beauties, and yet have something Bourbon in their faces.
The Dauphiness I approve the least of all: with nothing
good-humoured in her countenance, she has a look and
accent that made me dread lest I should be invited to
a private party at loo with her3. The poor Dauphin is
ghastly, and perishing before one's eyes.

Fortune bestowed on me a much more curious sight than
a set of princes; the wild beast of the Gevaudan, which is

3 A reference to the Princess Amelia,
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